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I. Homework: 

 
• Homework is due and checked at the beginning of class. 
• Odd answers should be checked in the book prior to class. 
• We will go over a few tough problems together after you have talked 

to each other. 
• If you have a rough week and must turn in an assignment late, please 

speak to me.  I’m known for giving a few passes for late homework (no more 
than three per quarter), but the work must be turned in before the test on 
that chapter in order to receive credit.       

 
II. Classwork 

         
• Class time will be used to explain the concepts for that night’s 

assignment.  The only time (usually) that you will be asked to complete 
an assignment without a lesson from me is right after a test.  The first 
assignment of each chapter is simple enough that you can read the 
examples and complete it on your own. 

• When I am explaining new material, I ask that you focus your attention up 
front and not talk to each other, even if you already understand, and even if 
you are talking about math.  Any side conversations make it difficult for 
others to hear.  Repeat offenders risk detention. 

• You should take notes during class.  The act of writing it down helps you 
learn.  You should review these notes when you are doing your homework. 

• Do not do other work or play games in class.  I’m too busy to reteach lessons 
for students who are not paying attention. 

• Bathroom/snack trips should be made prior to class.  No one should be 
leaving the room daily. 

• Push in your chairs and return texts to the back of the room before you 
leave. 

 
III. Absences 

        
• Not being in class is not an excuse for not knowing the 

assignment.  Assignments are given out in advance and posted 
online.   

• If you need help with an assignment because you missed a class, you can 
make an appointment to see me during X block or after school, or I can 
direct you to an online video that walks you through a short example.  



• If you miss a class, the assignment that was due the day that you were absent 
is due the very next day you are in class. 

• If you know you will be absent for a test, let me know in advance.  We will 
reschedule your test date before your absence. 

• If your absence is unexcused (an AWOL), you get a zero for all assignments, 
including tests that day.   

• Read the BHS attendance policy carefully in cases of missing a partial day of 
school, especially a day when I give a test. 

• Any notes I write are saved in a notebook in the classroom.  You may stop by 
and take a picture of the notes with your phone to copy later at home. 

 
IV. Supplies 

 
• You should have a notebook dedicated to math where you keep class 

notes, handouts, tests and syllabi. 
• You should have a TI 83 or TI 83+ graphing calculator. 
• You should have graph paper and, when the time comes, polar graphing 

paper.  If you find yourself without graph paper when doing your 
homework, visit a site like this one, http://www.printfreegraphpaper.com/, 
and print out your own. 

• Always bring a few pencils to class.  Do not use pen for math. 
• You may leave your textbook at home. 
• If you need glasses, WEAR THEM. 

 
 
 

V. Be an active learner  
     

• Ask questions, help others in your group, make corrections on 
your tests, correct homework problems, copy over your notes 
summarizing them as you go, contact me right away if you feel 
lost. 

• Be supportive of other people who ask questions.  
• If you know you’re going to be out, read ahead. 
• Always do your best work.   

 
VI. Extra Help 

 
• Math Center is open every morning from 7:30 -8:15.  You can 

drop in occasionally or go every day.  Bring specific questions.  
Never go to Math Center and say, “Can you explain circles to 
me?”  Instead go in and say, “Would you mind helping me with 
problem #27 on pg. 241?” 

• Make an appointment to see me during T block, X block or 
after school.  Check with me beforehand to make sure I’m there. 



• Never ask me right before a test if you can have an extension because you’re 
not ready.  I never grant those.  You’ll know every night whether or not you 
understand what we’re doing.  Get help early! 

 
VII. Cheating  

       
• Cheating includes, but is not limited to, copying or supplying 

information during a test, sharing information from a test with 
someone who hasn’t taken it yet, copying/letting someone copy 
homework, sharing calculators during a test, bringing any kind of 
notes into an exam and using a calculator on an exam when it is 
prohibited.  See the Student Handbook. 

• There is NO TALKING of any kind during a test or quiz.  It’s no use 
telling me you were just asking about the weather.  You will both receive 
zeros. 

• You will also receive a zero if you cut class during a test. 
 

VIII.   Your Grade      
  

• Your grade will be 70% tests, 20% homework and 10% class 
participation. 

• There is no extra credit for this course. 
• If you ask for points back on a test question because you believe I made a 

mistake, I reserve the right to re-grade every question. Your overall grade 
may go up, down or stay the same. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 


