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Garland Independent School District is making one thing
clear: It’s never too early to start coding.

Thanks in part to a partnership with University of Texas at
Dallas, the district’s students have the opportunity to learn
computer coding.

The program debuted last month and offers them a
practical chance to get in touch with technology and what
it has to offer.

Herfurth Elementary School in Rowlett was the first
school to sign up. Its coding club now has about 25
members who code after school once a week.

“People don’t understand that you don’t have to have a
computer or tech device [to learn coding],” said Jasna
Aliefendic, technology integration and staff development
coordinator for Garland ISD. “Teachers have learned to use paper cups to introduce coding. Students
learn the sequence and solving problems; that way they learn how the computer is operating.”

Graduate students from UTD majoring in computer science visit the after-school clubs to work with the
students. The coding assignments are usually individual, but some include teamwork among students.

There are no worksheets or graded assignments, but students use a free online program that they can use
on a desktop, laptop, smartphone or iPad, at home or on campus.

“They get a picture with two different characters, and they need to tell the computer so that the characters
will know where to go and what to do,” Aliefendic said. “They design snowflakes and ice princesses; it’s
beautiful what they create.”

Aliefendic said the coding class caters to what the students know in real life.

“They’re learning. Problem solving is what I think the best piece of this is,” Aliefendic said.
“Concentration and connections with the real world, with what the kids are interested in. They care about

Coding at Herfurth

Garland ISD schools now offer coding
classes as early as the elementary level as a
way to prepare students early for a quickly
expanding computer science industry. 
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snow princesses and they care about Minecraft, they work with items that are in their area of interest.”

Jessica Hicks, principal at Herfurth, said the class is quiet and concentrated when students are working
unless they are doing a group activity. They’re in a zone.

“They are focused and doing their work,” Hicks said. “If they are working and it’s independent, don’t
bother them.”

Aliefendic said such new programs, including the coding clubs, are preparing students for jobs that don’t
even exist yet. The number of computer science-related jobs outweighs the amount of students majoring
in computer science, she added.

“It is something worth investing in,” Aliefendic said. “We do have students who go into computer
science after they are introduced to it at GISD.”

Students today are programmed to learn differently than past generations, according to Hicks.

“They don’t want worksheets; give a kid a worksheet now and you aren’t going to get a lot out of them,”
Hicks said. “You have to be engaging; you have to be hands on, interactive, open-ended. It takes a lot
more.”


